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TOWN OF MONCKS CORNER 
MINUTES OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD IN TOWN HALL 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2015 

 
   
Present:              Mayor Michael A. Lockliear   
  
                  Mayor Pro-Tem David A. Dennis, Jr. 
Council        Johna T. Bilton        Charlotte A. Cruppenink     
Members:      Chadwick D. Sweatman    Dr. Tonia A. Taylor      
                                
                  
Staff        
Present:  

Marilyn M. Baker, Clerk-Treasurer 
John S. West, Town Attorney 

            Jessica Morgan, Accounts Payable/Payroll Clerk 
Chad Caldwell, Police Chief 
Mark Murray, Police Captain 
Mark Fields, Police Lieutenant 
Michael Roach, Police Lieutenant  
Lisa Steele-Baker 
David A. Miller, Fire Chief  

 Ralph Jones, Recreation Director 
 Butch Svagerko, Public Service Director 
 Chance Price, Chief Building Official 
  

   
Absent:     Laura M. Perdue, Council Member        
            Roland Windham, Interim Town Administrator  
            Lisa M. Hancock, Accountant              
                
Call to Order: 

Mayor Lockliear called the Regular Meeting to order at 6:04 
p.m.  

Invocation:  
The invocation was given by Andrew Bullard, Campus Pastor 
for Faith Church of Moncks Corner 

 
Pledge of Allegiance: 
 Mayor Lockliear asked Councilwoman Cruppenink to lead everyone  
 in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag. 
 
Approval of Minutes:    
  Regular Meeting of Tuesday, September 15, 2015:   
  Motion to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of   
       September 15, 2015 was made by Mayor Pro-Tem Dennis. Motion 
  was seconded by Councilman Sweatman and was unanimously  
  approved. 
 
  Special Meeting of Wednesday, October 7, 2015:    
  Motion to approve the Minutes for the Special Meeting of  
  October 7, 2015 was made by Mayor Pro-Tem Dennis. Motion  
  was seconded by Councilwoman Bilton and unanimously   
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       approved. 
   
Recognition of Employee of the Quarter: 
  Mayor Lockliear deferred the recognition of Employee of the 
  Quarter to later in the meeting. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Finance Committee: 
 Administrator Roland Windham was on a leave of absence. 
 Mayor Lockliear requested Council to consider building an 
 equipment shed at the New Recreation Complex to store the 
 newly leased grounds equipment. He expressed concerns of 
 the liability of transporting the equipment back and forth 
 from the shop to maintain the fields. 
 
 A copy of the Finance report was included in the Council 
 agenda packets. 
 
Municipal Court: 
  Councilwoman Taylor welcomed newly appointed    
  Administrative Judge Robert Watson to the Town. 
 
  Judge Watson expressed his appreciation and added that he  
  looks forward to working with everyone.  
 
Police Department: 

Mayor Pro-Tem Dennis and Chief Chad Caldwell had nothing to 
add.  
 
Victim’s Advocate Lisa Steele Baker gave her quarterly 
report and reminded everyone that October is Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month.  She gave a verbal statement of 
statistics for domestic violence locally, across the state 
and nationally. She also added that homelessness in this 
area is becoming an increasing issue. She stated that she 
and Chief Caldwell have attended meetings in reference to 
this issue and there doesn’t seem to be a real solution to 
the problem.  She added that they will continue to look for 
solutions. Council thanked her for keeping them informed 
and for providing the statistical information. 
 
A copy of the Police Department Report was included in the 
Council agenda packets. 

 
Fire Department: 

Councilwoman Bilton and all members of Council commended 
the Fire Department, Police Department and Public Service 
Departments for their hard work during the recent flood.  
Chief David Miller had nothing to add. 
 
A copy of the Fire Department Report was included in the 

 Council agenda packets. 
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Recreation Department:  
Councilwoman Perdue was absent from the meeting. 
 
Director Ralph Jones had nothing to add.  Mayor Lockliear 
asked if the Tournaments were going well.  Director Jones 
responded that everything was going fine.   
 
Councilwoman Cruppenink commended staff on the Farmers 
Market Grand Opening.  Director Jones added that Event 
Coordinator Sarah Anderson did a great job coordinating the 
effort.  They are looking for larger crowds to come out as 
time goes on.  Hours for the Farmer’s Market are from 3 
p.m. – 7 p.m. every Thursday. 
 
Director Jones added that the 2nd Annual Barbeque Festival 
will be held on Friday, November 6th and Saturday, November 
7th at the Regional Recreation Complex.   
 
A copy of the Recreation Department Report was included in 
the Council agenda packets. 

 
Public Service Department: 

Mayor Pro-Tem Dennis thanked the Public Service Department, 
Fire Department and Police Department for all of their hard 
work with the flood earlier this month. Everyone did a 
great job. Councilwoman Cruppenink asked Director Svagerko 
if there is any assessment that is being done with the 
excessive sand that is on the roads as a result of the 
storm.  Director Svagerko responded that each of the 
streets is being assessed by the SCDOT.  They are in the 
process of ranking the streets.  
 
A copy of the Public Service Department Report was included 
in the Council agenda packets. 
 
Grand Tree Removal:   
 1222 Francis Marion Circle – 17” Live Oak has some 

evidence of interior decay.  18” Live Oak is a healthy 
specimen. Director Svagerko stated that he cannot find 
anything that would warrant removal of these two trees.  
He asked the homeowner, Mrs. Donna Murray to speak on 
her request.  Mrs. Murray cited that she has lived in 
the house for one year.  The problem is the large 
branches are covering the driveway and rubbing against 
the house.  She called a tree service to look at the 
trees.  The tree professional said that he would have to 
do some major cutting to trim the tree which would 
result in making the tree look terrible. She stated that 
he also pointed out to her that there was a large branch 
on the tree that was rotten and weak and was surprised 
that the roots from the tree hasn’t already damaged the 
driveway and the house.  She expressed concerns of the 
larger branches falling and hurting someone. She added 
that the acorns from the tree are also a hazard. 
Director Svagerko added that Mrs. Murray is willing to 
mitigate with two additional canopy trees elsewhere on 
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the property if Council will allow her to remove those 
two trees.  
 
Motion was made by Mayor Pro-Tem Dennis to allow removal 
of both trees and to mitigate with two additional canopy 
trees elsewhere on the property.  Motion was seconded by 
Councilman Sweatman and unanimously approved. 

 
 
Planning Department: 
 Councilwoman Cruppenink announced that Doug Polen has been 

hired to fill the Planning Director vacancy.  
 
A copy of the Planning Department Report was included in 

 the Council agenda packets. 
 

Building Department: 
Councilman Sweatman thanked the Fire Department, Police  

 Department and Public Service Department for a job well  
 done with the way they handled the flood issues.  He 
 received a number of positive comments on their behalf. He 
 added that they should be proud of the job they did.  

 
Councilman Sweatman thanked Mayor Lockliear for allowing  

 him to sit in on the interviews for the position of Town  
 Planner.  He added that both candidates interviewed had  
 very good credentials.  He also added that the Town has  
 taken a big step forward and is confident with the decision 
 to hire Mr. Polen.   

 
Chief Building Official Chance Price had nothing to add.   

 
A copy of the Building Department Report was included in 

 the Council agenda packets. 
 
 
Second Reading and Public Hearing: Ordinance No. 2015-04 
An Ordinance to amend sections of the Town of Moncks Corner Zoning 
Ordinance as follows:    

 Article 2, Section 2-2, Definitions  
 Article 6, Section 6-1, Purpose Of Dividing The Town Into 

Districts   
 Article 6, Section 6-3, R-3 General Residential District,   
 Article 6, Section 6-7, C-1 Office And Institutional 

District  
 Article 11, Section 11-2, Powers And Duties Of The Board Of 

Zoning Appeals   
 
Public Hearing:  There were no comments from the public. 
   
  Motion was made by Councilwoman Bilton to approve the  
  above changes to the Zoning Ordinance as stated above.   
  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Cruppenink and was  
  unanimously approved.   
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  Attorney West added that there are a couple of   
  formatting issues that he would like to work with  
  Administration on.  The substance of the ordinance  
  will not change. 
 
   
Proclamation:  Red Ribbon Week – October 26 – 30, 2015 
  Mayor Lockliear reported that he read and signed the Red  
  Ribbon Week Proclamation at Berkeley County on Monday,  
  October 26th.   
 
Employee of the Quarter: 
  Mayor Lockliear presented a plaque to Jessica L. Morgan,  
  Accounts Payable and Payroll Clerk, recognizing her as  
  employee of the quarter for the period of April – June,  
  2015.  Mayor Lockliear and Council thanked her for her  
  service and dedication. 
 
Public Input: 

There was no input from the public. 
 

Mayor’s Report:  
  Mayor Lockliear recognized his wife Natalie and Aunt Mary 

Staley.  He thanked them both for attending the meeting and 
for their support.  

 
  Mayor Lockliear reported that he received a phone call on 

Saturday night around 10:30 p.m. on October 3rd in reference 
to the flooding.  He stated that he came out and went with 
staff to Winter Street where he witnessed an excessive 
amount of water rolling through the neighborhood. They were 
pulling people out of waste deep water at 2 and 3 a.m. He 
stated that the flooding was unbelievable and in his 
opinion would have been a lot worse in the Town if it had 
not been for the Public Service Department’s dedication on 
keeping the ditches clean and asking for right of ways so 
the water would flow out of Moncks Corner.  In addition to 
the flooding, the Econo Lodge also caught on fire that 
night which added to the stress. He stated that he was very 
thankful that no one got hurt. He commended the Public 
Service Department, Fire Department and Police Department 
for the excellent job they do. 

 
  Mayor Lockliear announced that Police Chief Caldwell and 

Captain Mark Murray will be retiring December 31st after 15 
years of service with the Town of Moncks Corner. He 
expressed his appreciation for their service to the Town. 

 
  Mayor Lockliear added that the Farmer’s Market was a great 

success on the first night.  They cut the ribbon around 3 
p.m. that day with approximately 17 vendors participating. 

 
  Mayor Lockliear announced that the General Election will be 

held on Tuesday, November 3rd.  The Mayor’s seat, three 
Council seats and one seat for Commission of Public Works 
are up for re-election.  
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 Adjourn:  

Motion was made by Mayor Pro-Tem Dennis to adjourn the 
Regular Meeting.  Motion was seconded by Councilman 
Sweatman and was unanimously approved.  Meeting was 
adjourned at 6:36 p.m.   
 
 

A copy of this meeting’s agenda was e-mailed to the Post and Courier, 
The Berkeley Independent, Channel 4 and Agenda Depository. As required, 
the agenda was posted on the bulletin board at Town Hall at least 24 
hours prior to the meeting.   
 
Minutes Approved and Adopted: 
 
_______________________________________________    November 17, 2015 
Marilyn M. Baker/Clerk-Treasurer      DATE 


