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TOWN OF MONCKS CORNER 

MINUTES OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD IN TOWN HALL 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2015 
 
   
 
 
Present:              Mayor Michael A. Lockliear   
  
 Council         Mayor Pro-Tem David A. Dennis, Jr. 
 Members:  Johna T. Bilton        Charlotte A. Cruppenink     
       Chadwick D. Sweatman    Dr. Tonia A. Taylor      
                         Laura M. Perdue               
Staff        
Present: Roland Windham, Interim Town Administrator 

Marilyn M. Baker, Clerk-Treasurer 
John S. West, Attorney 
Lisa M. Hancock, Accountant 

            Jessica Morgan, Accounts Payable/Payroll Clerk 
Mark Murray, Police Captain 
Michael Roach, Police Lieutenant  
Mark Fields, Police Lieutenant 
David A. Miller, Fire Chief  

 Ralph Jones, Recreation Director 
 Butch Svagerko, Public Service Director 
 Chance Price, Chief Building Official 
 Doug Polen, Planning Director 
  

   
Absent:     Chad Caldwell, Police Chief 
 
                                         
Call to Order: 

Mayor Lockliear called the Regular Meeting to order at 6:41 
p.m.  

Invocation:  
The invocation was given by Council Member Dr. Tonia A. 
Taylor. David Clanton, Pastor of the First Christian Church 
was unable to attend.   
 

Pledge of Allegiance: 
 Mayor Lockliear asked Councilwoman Perdue to lead everyone  
 in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag. 
    
Approval of Minutes:    
  Regular Meeting of Tuesday, November 17, 2015:    
  Motion to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of   
       November 17, 2015 was made by Mayor Pro-Tem Dennis. Motion  
  was seconded by Councilwoman Cruppenink and was unanimously 
  approved. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Finance Committee: 
 Mayor Lockliear reported that the Finance Report was 
 discussed during the Finance Meeting. He reiterated the 
 large expenses last month with the purchase of vehicles.  

Administrator Roland Windham had nothing to add. 
 
 A copy of the Finance report was included in the Council 
 agenda packets. 
 
Municipal Court: 
  Councilwoman Taylor had nothing to add.     
  Administrative Judge Robert Watson added that he has been  
  with the Town for a couple of months and has not had any  
  problems with the Court Department. He stated that it has  
  been a pleasure working with his staff, the Police   
  Department and the citizens.     
 
Police Department: 

Mayor Pro-Tem Dennis had nothing to add.   
Chief Chad Caldwell was absent due to illness.  Captain 
Mark Murray had nothing to add. 
 
A copy of the Police Department Report was included in the 
Council agenda packets. 

 
Fire Department: 

Councilwoman Bilton had nothing to add. 
Chief David Miller had nothing to add. 
 
A copy of the Fire Department Report was included in the 

 Council agenda packets. 
 
Recreation Department:  

Councilwoman Perdue had nothing to add. 
 
Director Ralph Jones thanked Councilwoman Perdue for her 
service on the Recreation Department Committee.   
 
A copy of the Recreation Department Report was included in 
the Council agenda packets. 

 
Public Service Department: 

Mayor Pro-Tem Dennis had nothing to add. 
Public Service Director Butch Svagerko had nothing to add.  
 
A copy of the Public Service Department Report was included 
in the Council agenda packets. 
 
Tree Removals: 

 409 Sandy Drive – Howard Germroth requested the 
removal of 10 trees on his property.  Director 
Svagerko reported that the trees he is requesting to 
be removed are not grand trees.  He added that Mr. 
Germroth has already mitigated 12 trees in his yard.   
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Motion was made by Councilwoman Taylor to allow Mr. 
Germroth to remove the 10 trees since he has already 
mitigated 12 trees on his property. Motion was 
seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Dennis and unanimously 
approved. 
 

 1537 Sterling Oaks Drive – Kathryn Parsons requested 
the removal of a 17” Gum Ball tree to construct a 
driveway on her property.  Director Svagerko stated 
that the tree is not a grand tree and is healthy. Ms. 
Parsons did not have engineered drawings of the new 
driveway at the time of submittal. Since then, she 
has submitted her engineered drawings.  Director 
Svagerko added that he does not need Council’s 
approval since this is not a grand tree.   

 
 

Planning Department: 
 Councilwoman Cruppenink had nothing to add. 
 
 Planning Director Doug Polen announced that Moncks Corner 

is a “SC Main Street” City. As soon as we start hearing  
from the Main Street Committee out of Columbia, we will 
begin forwarding information on to Council.  The Planning 
Commission has been informed as well and will be very 
involved with the project as well. The Moncks Corner 
Commerce Association had a meeting two weeks ago. Last week 
they had their first Board of Directors meeting. As of 
today, they have a complete Board of Directors.  They will 
be working a lot with the Main Street Committee on the 
project.   

 
 He also reported that he has been in contact with the 

Berkeley, Charleston and Dorchester Council of Governments  
on the Comprehensive Plan.  As of Friday, he has a schedule 
and a contract to start working on the Comprehensive Plan. 
The Mayor signed the contract today.  The Comprehensive 
Plan should be complete by this Fall. 

 
 Director Polen introduced two members of the Planning 

Commission that were in attendance.  Toby Mixson and Jamie 
Grady.  The other members could not make it to the meeting 
tonight. He added that Councilwoman Cruppenink suggested at 
the last Planning Commission meeting that members of the 
Planning Commission try to make an effort to attend the 
Town Council meetings so that they will be familiar with 
what Town Council does.  Councilwoman Cruppenink and 
Director Polen expressed their appreciation to Ms. Mixson 
and Mr. Grady for attending. 
 
A copy of the Planning Department Report was included in 
the Council agenda packets. 
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Building Department: 
Councilman Sweatman had nothing to add. 

 
Chief Building Official Chance Price reported that there 
are some updates to the Town’s Building Code that will be 
presented to Council for consideration in a proposed 
Ordinance for first reading by title only. The changes will 
reflect the adoption of the most recent State adopted 
edition of the International Building Code, an online 
permit access fee of $50 per project and a standard re-
inspection fee. 
  
A copy of the Building Department Report was included in 

 the Council agenda packets. 
 
First Reading By Title Only: An Ordinance to amend Chapter 8, Section 

8-6, Section 8-7, Section 8-8, Section 8-9 and Section 8-10 
of the Town of Moncks Corner Code of Ordinances pertaining 
to Buildings and Building Regulations and to amend the fee 
schedule to include an online permit access fee. 

 
  Motion was made by Mayor Pro-Tem Dennis and was   
  seconded by Councilman Sweatman.  Motion was approved  
  unanimously. 
 
Second Reading and Public Hearing:  Ordinance No. 2015-05 

An Ordinance to amend the Code of Ordinance for the Town of 
 Moncks Corner pertaining to revisions of the Business 
 License Tax Rates. 

 
Public Hearing:  There were no comments from the public. 
 
  Motion was made by Councilman Sweatman; motion was seconded 
  by Councilwoman Cruppenink and unanimously approved. 
   
Public Input: 

Mr. Rance Thompson of Moss Grove Plantation expressed his 
 concerns of the construction noise in his neighborhood so 
 early in the morning and especially on Sunday morning. He 
 asked if there was anything the Town could do to assist 
 with this.  Administrator Windham responded that he was 
 aware of the complaint.  He suggested that the HOA be 
 contacted to see if they have anything in their covenants 
 to restrict this.  Mr. Thompson responded that he has 
 already contacted Ms. Reynolds of the HOA.  She said that 
 she was going to contact Lennar Homes in reference to the 
 noise. Mayor Lockliear responded that the Building Official 
 and Town Administrator will follow up on the matter to see 
 what can be done.  

 
Councilwoman Bilton recognized Representative Eddie 

 Southard in attendance.  Mayor Lockliear and Council 
 thanked him for his support and attending.  Mayor Lockliear 
 added that the agendas are being sent to some of the 
 Berkeley County Legislative Delegation to help keep them 
 informed on what is going on in Moncks Corner.  
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 Representative Southard thanked Mayor Lockliear for getting 
 the agendas out to him. He stated that it was never done in 
 the past and he appreciates receiving it.   

 
Mayor Lockliear also recognized newly elected Council 

 Member Jay Law. 
 
Mayor’s Report: 

Mayor Lockliear announced that the Inauguration Ceremony 
 will be held on January 4th at 6 p.m.   

 
Mayor Lockliear also reiterated that Moncks Corner was 

 chosen to participate in the SC Main Street Program.  He 
 stated that this is a really big feather in Moncks Corner’s 
 hat. If the Merchants and land owners around are willing to 
 work and meet the goals that have been set forth, then 
 there will be really big changes in the downtown area.  
 Mayor Lockliear expressed his appreciation to Administrator 
 Windham and former Planner Alison Simmons for all the hard 
 work they put forth in the application process.   

 
Special Recognition:  

Mayor Lockliear read and presented Councilwoman Laura M. 
 Perdue with a plaque thanking her for 8 years of dedicated 
 service and commitment to the citizens of Moncks Corner. 
 Mrs. Perdue received a standing ovation from the audience.  
 Mayor Lockliear added that he and Town Council will miss 
 her.  Councilwoman Perdue thanked everyone. 

 
Executive Session: Executive Session: To discuss matters relating 
  to the proposed location, expansion, or the provision  
  of services encouraging location or expansion of   
  industries, or other businesses in the area served by  
  the Town; or discussions of negotiations incident to  
  proposed contractual arrangements and proposed sale or 
  purchase of property, the receipt of legal advice  
  where the legal advice relates to a pending,   
  threatened, or potential claim or other matters   
  covered by the attorney-client privilege, settlement  
  of legal claim, or the position of the Town in other  
  adversary situations involving the assertion against  
  the Town of a claim.  

 Personnel Matter 
 
In Executive Session: 
  Motion to go into executive session was made by Mayor Pro- 
  Tem Dennis.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Perdue and 
  unanimously approved. 
 
Out of Executive Session: 
  Motion to go out of executive session and to reconvene to  
  the regular meeting was made by Mayor Pro-Tem Dennis.   
  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Taylor and was  
  unanimously approved. 
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  Mayor Lockliear had nothing to report out of executive  
  session. 
 
 
Adjourn:  

Motion was made by Councilwoman Perdue to adjourn the 
Regular Meeting.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman 
Taylor and was unanimously approved.  Meeting was adjourned 
at 7:23 p.m.   
 
 

A copy of this meeting’s agenda was e-mailed to the Post and Courier, 
The Berkeley Independent, Channel 4 and Agenda Depository. As required, 
the agenda was posted on the bulletin board at Town Hall at least 24 
hours prior to the meeting.   
 
Minutes Approved and Adopted: 
 
_______________________________________________    January 19, 2015 
Marilyn M. Baker/Clerk-Treasurer      DATE 


